Maternal-fetal health: ethical issues.
Modern medical technology has given us the ability to directly observe the fetus and its state of health. This ability has allowed the fetus to be newly individuated and has supported what often are called conflicts between the fetus and the pregnant woman. This article examines the nature of some of these conflicts and offers support for ethical theories and principles that assume that the pregnant woman is the appropriate decision maker for treatment involving her body and that if she is given support and comprehensible information, her decisions will be in the best interests of her family.